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The UGA Blue Key Honor Society recog-
nized Carter Chair Emeritus R. Perry Sentell
Jr. (LL.B.’58) at its annual awards banquet in
October.
Since 1964, the university’s chapter of this
national honor society has presented awards
to distinguished citizens who have made
major contributions to the state and the
university. 
Sentell received a bachelor’s degree from
UGA in 1956 and a law degree in 1958. He
joined the faculty of Georgia Law in 1964
and, from 1994 until his retirement last year,
he held the Marion and W. Colquitt Carter
Chair in Tort and Insurance Law. Before
joining the law faculty, he taught for six years
at the Institute of Law and Government, a
forerunner of the Institute of Continuing
Legal Education.
In addition to his expertise in torts, Sentell
is one of the state’s leading authorities on
municipal government and legislative gov-
ernment law. He is the author of 29 books,
127 law review articles and nearly 50 other
articles in professional publications. He has
received three commendations from the
Georgia House of Representatives recogniz-
ing his decades of assistance as a consultant
and adviser.
In 2004, Sentell received the first Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Georgia Trial
Lawyers Association. He has also received
the Law School Association Distinguished 
Service Scroll Award and has been chosen 11
times by law graduates as their class marshal. 
Also, receiving an award the same night from
the society was former Governor Roy E.
Barnes (J.D.’72). 
- Written in part by Larry Dendy
Killeen retires to head up 
PD office for the Western 
Judicial Circuit
After 30 years of advocacy and teaching in
two Georgia Law clinical initiatives, the
Prisoner Legal Counseling Project and the
Legal Aid and Defender Clinic, Thomas J.
Killeen Jr. (J.D.’74) retired to lead the newly
created Western Circuit Public Defender
Office, which began operation on January 1.
Killeen joined the PLCP after graduating
from law school. He directed the program
from 1987 to 1996, when he joined the
clinic. 
Although the law school will no longer
administer indigent defense efforts for
Athens-Clarke and Oconee counties, it will
maintain an affiliation with the new public
defender’s office. Russell C. Gabriel
(J.D.’85), the director of the clinic since
1996, will continue to supervise the law
school’s criminal defense clinic, and Georgia
Law students will still earn academic credits
by working with the attorneys in the
Western Circuit Public Defender Office. 
- Portions of this story were taken in part from an article
published in the Athens Banner-Herald.
Faculty Accomplishments
The UGA Blue Key Honor Society recognized Carter Chair Emeritus Perry Sentell (LL.B.’58)
(l.) and former Governor Roy Barnes (J.D.’72) for their contributions to the state and university. 
Sentell receives Blue Key award Leavell leaves
behind a legacy 
at Georgia Law
Georgia Law lost longtimefaculty member Robert
N. Leavell, Law School
Association Professor
Emeritus, earlier this year.
Leavell, who had just turned 80, died from
complications suffered in an automobile
accident in July. He led courses in the areas
of corporations, equity, securities regulation
and legal profession for over a quarter of a
century at Georgia Law. 
Leavell was born in Como, MS, but grew
up in Oxford. He became a captain in the
U.S. Army Air Corps in World War II and
was a member of the “Flying Tigers” who
fought the Japanese and defended the
Burma Road. 
Leavell graduated from the University of
Mississippi with distinction before earning
his law degree from Yale University in
1952. He practiced as an associate at
Simpson, Thacher & Bartlett in New York
before joining the Georgia Law faculty.
Leavell left the law school after one year to
teach at Tulane University. 
It was in 1964 that he returned to Georgia
Law, where he finished his career. Although
Leavell retired in 1989, he maintained an
office at the law school where he updated
casebooks he had written. At the time of his
death, a casebook on remedies, copyright
2000, was still for sale by Thomson/West. 
As written in the Fulton County Daily
Report, “Students and faculty remember
him as the erudite professor of securities and
corporate law, who could be tough on his
students but to a good effect.” William C.
Philbrick (J.D.’86) was quoted saying that
Leavell had an amazing way of nurturing
and encouraging students. “I looked at him
as my mentor there [at UGA]. He exuded a
class and a sense of respect for all his stu-
dents.” 
He is survived by his wife Carroll; two
daughters, Elizabeth and Deidre; a brother
and a sister. 
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